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Tories incurred the discredit of having insulted the
Crown.
Peel had now to wait for two years longer before
the opportunity of power returned to him. When
power came at last to him in 1841 it came in abundant
measure, and the transformed Conservative party secured
a decisive majority in a Parliament elected under Whig
auspices. The truth is that the Whigs were being
ground to powder between the upper mill-stone of a
conservatis^^
political condition^j)f^reforaM^Paiiiagient^ ^gd^the
nether mill-stone of an aggressive and too eager radi-
cS^^HTThey coulTTaot comprehend or control the
political forces which reform had evoked. Lord John
Russell had incurred the odium of his followers in
1837 by a declaration interpreted to signify the "finality"
of the Reform Act. He even fancied that the " move-
ment," as radicalism was called in the political slang
of the time, could be stopped by a sort of informal
coalition between his own immediate followers and PeeL
He was slow to perceive that the radicalism of those
days was merely the liberalism of the future, the
parliamentary expression of popular discontents, that
the Whigs must reckon with it as the Tories had
reckoned with the spirit of reform, and that men
like Grote and Cobden were not to be disposed of as
mere firebrands and demagogues. In Opposition his
eyes and those of his colleagues were gradually opened,
but the widening schism between Whigs and Radicals
clearly indicated that a reaction had set in, and that
the time was fast ripening for a powerful Conservative
Government to undertake the conduct of public affairs,